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T 
here is no doubt that Joe Balkoski is 
one of the preeminent authorities on 

the historic D-Day invasion, code-named 
Operation Overlord, and especially the 
role of the 29th Division on Omaha 
Beach.  

Of course, Joe has visited Normandy 
many times over the past years as he 
gathered information for his books on the 
WWII history of the 29th Division and his 
two volumes on Omaha Beach and Utah 

Beach. The latter were combined into a 
single volume for re-release in honor of 
the 75th anniversary in 2020. 

However, this time the visit would be 
very special for a number of reasons. The 
National World War II Museum had invit-
ed Joe to participate in their 75th Anni-
versary D-Day tour. He was one of five 
WWII historians, each of whom provided 
an area of specialization. It goes without 

(Continued on page 2) 

News from the Maryland Military Historical Society, Inc. (MDMHS) 
 

Joe and the SEALs group at Omaha Beach. Local guide Dominique Fiquet on right. 

The new MDMHS website saw extensive 
activity over the summer months. We now 
have 30 subscribers as the number contin-
ues to grow. Subscribers will receive news 
of upgrades and new items posted on the 
website. In addition, we have fielded a num-
ber of inquiries about Maryland military his-
tory that are referred to 1LT Lyons and her 
staff for resolution. The first update for the 
website will be released at the end of Sep-
tember/beginning of October. 

The Board of Directors has voted to have 

a new logo created for the MDMHS. The 
logo will be inclusive of all aspects of Mary-
land military history in line with the MDMHS 
mission. The first step in the process is to 
work with the online service, Freelancer, to 
obtain potential logo designs. Once the 
Board approves the new logo, we will seek 
the services of a graphic designer, as nec-
essary, to assure the highest quality graph-
ical logo. 

The MDMHS is partnering with the Mary-
land Four Centuries Project to present a 

free program on Saturday, 9 November, at 
the Fifth Regiment Armory (Please see the 
poster on page 7). The program will feature 
speakers, Patrick O’Donnell, John Beakes 
and Dr. Glenn Williams who will speak on 
the Maryland military in the Revolutionary 
War. The program will close with a panel 
discussion featuring the speakers and mod-
erator Joe Balkoski. Please make plans to 
attend this special event. The time is 1:00 – 
5:00. 

By Frank Armiger, Editor 

mailto:rcopinger@verizon.net
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saying that Joe’s area was Operation Overlord and the D-Day 
landings.  

The tour included over 425 guests, 15 WWII veterans, numer-
ous celebrities, and former governors Pete Wilson of California 
and Bob McDonnell of Virginia. In addition, the US Navy SEAL 
Museum collaborated on the tour and Joe was assigned to be 
the guide for the SEALs (active and retired) who were accom-
panied by their spouses. Among the group was Britt Slabinski, 
Medal of Honor recipient for Operation Anaconda, the Battle of 
Takur Ghar, in Afghanistan in 2002. This was truly a win-win 
proposition for both Joe and the SEALs group! 

The cruise began with three days in Amsterdam that allowed 
the groups to bond and visit some of the sites, including the 
Anne Frank House that contains the secret annex where she 
and her family hid from the Nazis.  

At every stop there were local guides to assist with the tour. 
The nightly lectures that were a regular part of the tour began 
in Amsterdam and included Joe’s talk on the US Navy Under-
water Demolition teams that went ashore with the first wave at 
Omaha Beach.  

Their job was to clear 16 gaps through the beach obstacles to 
allow the infantry to safely reach their objectives. At the end of 
the day, the Demolition Gap-Assault teams had cleared 13 
gaps with casualties of 31 killed and 60 wounded out of 175 
men.  These men were essentially the precursors to the SEALs.  

The next stop for the tour was in Rotterdam. It was here that 
the Germans unleashed a violent bombardment on the city in 
May 1940. It was the first time that a belligerent nation pur-
posely bombed the civilian population of their enemy. Approxi-
mately 1,000 people were killed and another 85,000 were made 
homeless. The firestorm virtually leveled the entire city and 
forced the Dutch to capitulate when the Germans threatened to 
do the same to Utrecht. Walking around in the city, the group 
saw a magnificent rebuilt metropolis, but unfortunately, most of 
the medieval era buildings were lost to eternity. 

Leaving Rotterdam, the cruise continued down the Benelux 
coastline with a stop at Bruges, Belgium. It was here that the 
tour group journeyed further back in time to World War I visiting 
the sites of the horrendous losses for the British Expeditionary 
Force in Flanders Fields. They also visited the town of Ypres 
that is forever remembered by the Tommies who fought there 
as “Wipers” and the Somme American Cemetery just across the 
border in Bony, France. 

The next stop down the coast was at Dunkirk, France, the 
site of the evacuation of the British Expeditionary Force and 
their allies during the opening stages of World War II. The Nazi 
blitzkrieg that rolled through Holland and Belgium had defeated 
allied forces whose only recourse was to escape. Fortunately, 
the British mobilized over 850 vessels, of which approximately 
240 were sunk, to transport the troops across the Channel to 
England. This remarkable effort saved over 338,000 men of 
whom 140,000 were French, Polish and Belgium troops. The 
tour group visited the beaches where the evacuation took place 

and also toured the key locations in the city, including some 
that were used in the movie Dunkirk. 

Traveling further down the French coast the tour finally 
reached Normandy with a stop at Honfleur, located across a 
Seine estuary from Le Havre. This charming Norman fishing 
village in the Calvados department was the jumping off point for 
a visit to La Coupole, the site of a German V-2 launch installa-
tion. The site now houses a museum and the group toured the 
bunkers that lie under a huge dome that the Nazis built to pro-
tect the site. Fortunately, it was never operational. 

On 5 June the group had their first D-Day tour, visiting the 
British and Canadian beaches, Gold, Sword and Juno. The 
group also visited the Pegasus Bridge over the Orne River that 
was captured on the night of 5-6 June by the British Ox and 
Bucks Light Infantry commanded by Major John Howard who 
was played by British actor Richard Todd, a member of the 7th 
Parachute Battalion, in the movie The Longest Day. The Ox 
and Bucks landed in Horsa gliders and captured the bridge in-
tact completely surprising the German defenders. 

From here the tour group traveled to Cherbourg the French 
port on the Cotentin Peninsula that was vital for supplying Al-
lied troops as they moved inland. The VII Corps under MG J. 
Lawton Collins captured the port on 29 June. 

On 7 June, Joe’s SEAL tour group spent the entire day on 
Omaha Beach. The ceremonies were over and the crowds had 
subsided a bit. Joe took the group through a complete tour 
highlighting the sites where the Underwater Demolition teams 
worked to open gaps in the beach obstacles. The group also 
visited the US Normandy Cemetery to pay their respects to 
those whose lives ended in the campaign. 

But the highlight of the tour that day came when Joe’s group 
was heading from Dog Green Beach up the Vierville Draw. 
None other than Steve Melnikoff was coming in the other direc-
tion. As usual the centenarian veteran of the 175th Infantry 
Regiment, 29th Division, was his usual affable self, treating the 
SEALs group to a very memorable experience. 

On their final day in Normandy, 8 June, the group visited 
Utah Beach. The tour also included the sites where the US 
82nd and 101st Airborne Divisions landed on the night before D
-Day. It was on this part of the tour that the group met two of 
the actors from Band of Brothers in Sainte-Mere-Eglise. Joe 
indicated that the actors were incredibly knowledgeable about 
the 101st airdrops and provided the tour group with a lot of in-
formation about the night before D-Day. 

Now, the tour was over and it was time for the group to head 
back to Southampton, UK where all shared farewells with a 
sense that they had experienced something that would last the 
rest of their lives. But it was not over. On 28 August the mem-
bers of the tour group from the Baltimore and Washington, DC 
area gathered for a reunion. It was a sign that the bonds that 
were developed would last and the memories of the sacrifices 
of Allied forces and European civilians would never be forgot-
ten. 

 
By Frank Armiger, Editor 

(Continued from page 1) 
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T 
he name of Dwight Eisenhower will forever be intertwined 
with the history of D-Day. But for most of 1943, virtually no 

one, including President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill, 
considered Ike the leading candidate to command that momentous 
operation. Instead, insiders judged the British Army’s Chief of the 
Imperial General Staff, Sir Alan Brooke, or the U.S. Army Chief of 
Staff, George C. Marshall, the best 
men for the job. Sooner or later 
Churchill and Roosevelt would have to 
pick one of those two astute soldiers 
for the post that was considered so 
vital that it already had been assigned 
the lofty title of “supreme command-
er.” 

Even when the Combined Chiefs of 
Staff accepted Lt. Gen. Frederick Mor-
gan’s OVERLORD plan at the August 
1943 Quebec conference as the Al-
lies’ foremost military operation of 
1944, the supreme commander for 
whom Morgan was supposed to be 
working had not been named. By that 
summer, however, Churchill remarked 
that the man to whom he had thrice 
promised the slot, Brooke, would no 
longer be acceptable to the Ameri-
cans because of “the very great pre-
ponderance of American troops that 
would be employed after the original 
landing.” It would have to be an Ameri-
can, avowed the prime minister. Churchill recalled that Brooke “bore 
the great disappointment with soldierly dignity”; Brooke, however, 
noted that “the blow…took me several months to recover from.” 

Marshall’s selection as supreme commander seemed so inevita-
ble that the general’s military secretary, Col. Frank McCarthy—
future producer of the film Patton—dispatched an executive desk 
across the Atlantic for use by Marshall once he assumed com-
mand. Secretary of War Henry Stimson urged Roosevelt to anoint 
Marshall, describing the general as “a towering eminence… [He] is 
the man that most surely can now by his character and skill furnish 
the military leadership which is necessary to bring our two nations 
together in confident joint action in this great operation.” Marshall, 
however, steadfastly refrained from influencing FDR on his own 
behalf, despite Stimson’s assertion that the general, in a moment 
of candor, had admitted: “Any soldier would prefer a field com-
mand.” 

By the time Churchill, Roosevelt, and their retinues arrived in 
Tehran on November 27, 1943, to join Joseph Stalin in the first of 
the war’s three-power summits, a supreme commander had still not 
been named despite OVERLORD’s scheduled commencement in 

five months. For years Stalin had clamored for the Allies to open a 
second front in Western Europe to draw German units away from 
the east. But at their second plenary meeting on November 29, 
Stalin inquired: “Who will be the commander in this Operation 
OVERLORD?” According to the transcript, “The president and 
prime minister interpolated this was not yet decided.” An incredu-

lous Stalin retorted: “Then nothing will 
come of these operations.” 
    Roosevelt had once affirmed, “I 
want George [Marshall] to be the Per-
shing of the Second World War.” But 
according to Stimson, to whom FDR 
related the account, “[Roosevelt] tried 
to get Marshall to tell him whether he 
preferred to hold the command of 
OVERLORD…or whether he preferred 
to remain as chief of staff… He said 
that Marshall stubbornly refused, say-
ing that was for the president to de-
cide and that he, Marshall, would do 
with equal cheerfulness whatever one 
he was selected for.” 
    On the way home from Tehran, the 
Anglo-American delegations stopped 
in Cairo for more talks. On the even-
ing of December 6, in FDR’s beautiful-
ly furnished villa, featuring an exquis-
ite garden in full view of the Pyramids, 
the president called Marshall into his 
suite. No stenographers were present, 

just the two great men, who would presently emerge with stunning 
news. Roosevelt asked Marshall to grab paper and pencil and jot 
down a few words as he dictated a letter to Stalin. Cast in the role 
of an ordinary secretary, the four-star general scribbled earnestly 
as FDR pronounced: “The immediate appointment of General Ei-
senhower to the command of OVERLORD has been decided up-
on.” 

Finally, OVERLORD had its supreme commander. An unknown 
Regular Army colonel three years in the past, Eisenhower had 
soared into the most important American field command of World 
War II. Marshall—still Ike’s boss—ordered Eisenhower to return to 
the States for a few weeks of rest, and Ike did exactly that, drop-
ping in on his son at West Point, flying out to Kansas to visit his 
mother and brothers, relaxing for a few days at the grand Greenbri-
ar Hotel in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia.  

At a January 1944 meeting with Roosevelt at the White House, 
FDR asked, “Ike, do you like the title of Supreme Commander?” 
Eisenhower replied: “I like the title, Mr. President. It has the ring of 
importance—something like ‘Sultan.’” 

By Joe Balkoski 

“Who will command this operation?” 
Ike takes on Overlord 



 

————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Congressional Gold Medal for WWII Rangers 
The Descendants of WWII Rangers, Inc. has a new project to get the U S Army Ranger veterans of WWII awarded the Congressional Gold 

Medal (CGM).  This single 3.0-inch diameter National award, after being signed into Public Law by the President, will be presented collectively to 
the 368 members of the 29th Provisional Ranger Battalion, 29th Infantry Division, which trained at the British Commando School at Achnacarry, 
Scotland, in February and May 1943.  After this training, commando teams from the 29th Provisional Ranger Battalion conducted several raids on 
German facilities in the Channel Islands and in Norway.   The 6579 veterans of the six, authorized and numbered WWII Ranger Battalions will also 
be honored with this CGM when awarded.   These six battalions fought in every combat theater of WWII including North Africa, Sicily, Italy, Nor-
mandy, Germany, and the Philippines.   The CGM, after presentation to remaining WWII Rangers and families in Washington, DC by senior politicians 
and military leaders, will be permanently displayed at the Smithsonian.  It may be loaned out to museums and institutions related to the recipients.    

Records indicate a total of only 54 still-remaining WWII Rangers, all in their 90s, out of the almost 7000 who volunteered to serve.  Two of 
these remaining WWII Rangers served in the 29th Provisional Ranger Battalion.  The goal is to push this project as quickly as possible so 
that many of the still-remaining WWII Rangers will be able to participate in the national award ceremony. 

Per the Descendants of WWII Rangers, Inc., the award of the CGM is a legislative process that requires introduction in the House and Senate 
of same-worded bills, then approval of these bills by both bodies with 2/3rds majorities, and then approval by the President.  After Presidential 
approval, the single CGM is designed, minted, and presented. 

The Descendants of WWII Rangers, Inc. states that Senate bill S.1757 has been introduced by Senator Joni Ernst (R-IA) and co-sponsored by 
four Senators.  Senatorial co-sponsors need to number 67 before the bill can move to the full Senate for a vote.  The Descendants of WWII Rang-
ers, Inc.  organization is seeking assistance from members of the 29th Infantry Division Association to contact their Senators and encourage them 
to support Senate bill S.1757 by co-sponsoring the bill.  “Co-sponsor” is the critical word.   You can go to:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-
congress/senate-bill/1757/text  to see the text and co-sponsor details of the Senate bill S.1757.  Work is on-going to get a bill introduced in the 
House with the same wording as the Senate bill S.1757. 

If you want to assist in this effort to nationally recognize and honor the members of the 29th Provisional Ranger Battalion, then visit website 
https://ronhudnell.wixsite.com/cgm-wwiirangers/documents to get more facts as well as samples of call messages, emails, and letters that can be 
sent to your Senators.  Please email Ron Hudnell, Board Member of the Descendants of WWII Rangers, Inc. at RonHudnell@gmail.com if you 
have any questions.  Rangers Lead The Way!   
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Director David Ginsburg represents the MD Military  
Historical Society, on the Pikesville Armory Alliance 

Governor Larry Hogan’s Commission to deter-
mine the best future usage of the Pikesville Mili-
tary Reservation that sits on 14 acres, had its 
final meeting in May and submitted a report that 
is favorable to the CB Vickery Round Table’s 
continued usage of the NCO Club for future 
meetings and events.  It unanimously recom-
mended a multi-use venue for public events, 
including a compromise between all the major 
interest groups - a meeting area for the veterans 
and historical groups, historical preservation, 
fields/courts for recreational use, public open 
space/trails, and arts spaces/studios.  

Furthermore, we are part of an alliance with the 
three groups most influential in the future of 
PMR  - the 1,000 Friends of Pikesville, the 
Pikesville Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Pikesville Rec Council to take this entire plan 
forward.  

This was a complex negotiation over the 
past 18 months, as there was pressure to turn 
the entire facility over to a private entity. 

Director David Ginsburg is representing the 
local veterans’ groups and the MDMHS on the 
Pikesville Armory Alliance that Baltimore 

County Councilman Izzy Potoka (a very strong 
ally) and Delegate Shelly Hettleman of the 
House of Delegates for Pikesville, as well as 
County Executive Johnny Olszewski Jr.’s office 
have recently joined. 

The Alliance has also enlisted Isaac Hametz 
of Mahan Rykiel Associates to lead the devel-
opment of a master plan and feasibility study 
for the Pikesville Armory together with a team 
that includes architects, economic develop-
ment consultants, civil engineers, and cost 
estimators. 

At the end of this study period, we will have 
a plan that captures the vision of the Alliance, 
as well as estimates the costs, revenue, com-
munity benefits, and ultimately the feasibility of 
the project. The anticipated completion date is 
mid-November. 

All the Alliance members are supporters of the 
veterans’ and the MDMHS having a continued 
presence at Pikesville, and know the political and 
sentimental pull we have far exceeds our mone-
tary capability.   The Alliance members are open 
to reestablishing a museum on the site (they are 
up to date on why it is no longer there) that could 

start as a military museum and expand to a sec-
tion on the history of Pikesville. 

Director Ginsburg’s key goals going forward: 
1. Have a voice on whatever goes forward - 

hence the Alliance and our seat on it. 
2. Maintain a relationship with both the Mar-

yland Military Department Facilities and the 
State and County so we can stay in the facility 
during the initial transition period, and the sev-
eral years it would take to put any plan into 
place. 

3. Ensure that veterans and the CB Vickery 
Round Table have a meeting place for the 
foreseeable future, and that proper historical 
preservation is maintained at the Reservation 
(including signs, etc.) 

4. Establish a 501c (3) for our Veterans of 
the Pikesville Armory Preservation Foundation 
so that we can raise funds for both the next 
steps, as well as rainy day funds for mainte-
nance of the NCO Club as needed, utility pay-
ments if needed, etc. 

We will provide updates on this very im-
portant project in the winter issue. 

By David Ginsburg & Frank Armiger 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1757/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1757/text
https://ronhudnell.wixsite.com/cgm-wwiirangers/documents
mailto:RonHudnell@gmail.com
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Gunpowder Military Reservation renamed for LTG H Steven Blum 
On 7 August, MG Linda Singh, former Adjutant General of Mary-

land hosted a ceremony to rename the Gunpowder Military Reser-
vation located in Glen Arm, Maryland for LTG (Ret) H. Steven 
Blum, President Emeritus of the Maryland Military Historical Socie-
ty. LTG Blum served as Chief of the National Guard Bureau 
(CNGB) before his retirement. As Deputy Commander US Northern 
Command, he was the first National Guard officer to serve as a 
deputy combatant commander. 

LTG Blum, a long time Maryland resident, oversaw major en-
hancements to the Museum of Maryland Military History during his 
tenure as President of the MDMHS. He was especially proud of the 
War of 1812 Room that includes state-of-the-art mannequins as 
well as interactive video displays that focus on the Battle of Balti-
more and the overall theater of war. 

MG Singh in her remarks at the ceremony stated, “We thought 
about what we wanted to do and we started talking about just what 
he meant to the state of Maryland, what he meant to every single 
soldier and airman as the CNGB, and some of the things he has 
done for the Guard. The one thing I have learned over my life is 
that we don’t always understand the impact we have on others until 
you see things coming to fruition.” 

“It was a humbling and honored experience,” said LTG Blum on 

the renaming. “Today was a gathering of soldiers, comrades in 
arms, people who genuinely love and support one another, and 
have fought and protected this country and this state for almost 50 
years.” 

By Frank Armiger, Editor 

MG Linda Singh looks on as LTG (Ret) H. Steven Blum unveils the 
new sign. 

Maryland National Guard Change of Command 
On 14 September, the Maryland National Guard held a cere-

mony at the Fifth Regiment Armory to conduct an orderly 
changeover from the current Adjutant General to the new one. 
The MNG’s Senior Enlisted Leader, CSM Perlissa Wilson pre-
sented the colors to MG Linda Singh who in turn passed them 
to Governor Larry Hogan. Governor Hogan completed the tran-
sition by presenting the colors to the new Adjutant General, MG 
Timothy Gowen before a gathering of the troops, dignitaries, 
family, and friends. 

During Governor Hogan’s comments, he stated, “Over the past 
four and a half years under the skilled and visionary leadership of 
General Singh, this Maryland Guard has risen to even greater 
heights. I have every confidence that General Gowen will lead you 
with great distinction and integrity and that he will work tirelessly to 
ensure that Maryland’s National Guard remains one of America’s 
very best military organizations.” 

MG Singh officially retired from the MNG after 38 years of ser-
vice. She commented, “It doesn’t matter the number of snow 
storms, number of hurricanes … you do it all. You are doing ex-
tremely important things, don’t stop, give continued support to Gen-
eral Gowen.” 

MG Gowen, in turn, stated, “My style is to observe, become fa-
miliar with the challenges, assign the best people to the task, pro-
vide them with encouragement and resources to get the job done, 
and to let them do it.” 

The Maryland Adjutant General (TAG) is de facto commander of 
the state's military forces, including the Army and Air National 
Guard, Maryland Defense Force and other elements of the Mary-

land Military Department. The TAG is subordinated to Governor 
Hogan and is a member of his cabinet. 

During her remarks MG Singh mentioned the Maryland Museum 
of Military History and the accomplishments during her service as 
TAG. The MDMHS is grateful for the support the museum and Mar-
yland military history that MG Singh provided and looks forward to 
a continued productive relationship with MG Gowen. 

The museum was open for the ceremony and staffed by a num-
ber of MDMHS docents. 

By Frank Armiger, Editor 

MG Singh presents the colors to Governor Larry Hogan. 



 PAGE 6 AUTUMN 2019 THE MARYLAND LINE 

Colonel Thomas F. McNeal 
Commander 1st Battle Group, 175th Infantry (5th Maryland) 

 1958-1963 

Col. Thomas F. McNeal was a descendant of men who fought 
with General Smallwood’s Maryland Line in the American Revolu-
tion. His middle name, Fluharty, was his mother’s family name. Her 
ancestors came from Cardiff in the first half-century of Maryland’s 
existence and settled on the Eastern Shore of Maryland near Pres-
ton. Almost at the same time, the 
McNeals left the small Scottish island 
of Barra, not far from Syke, and set-
tled where Easton now stands.  

Thomas F. McNeal was born in 
Baltimore and graduated from Boys’ 
Latin School in 1923 and the Johns 
Hopkins University in 1927. Shortly 
after graduating from ROTC at Hop-
kins, Second Lieutenant McNeal was 
appointed to the Maryland National 
Guard by Brigadier General Milton A. 
Reckord and assigned to the Fifth 
Regiment.  

By 1939, Captain McNeal was 
commander of “F” Company and in 
September of 1941 he took part in 
the North Carolina maneuvers. In 
June of 1942, and just before the 
second Carolina maneuvers, Cpt. 
McNeal received orders to help or-
ganize the new 83rd Division at 
Camp Atterbury in Indiana. His first 
assignment was as S-4 of the 331st 
Infantry Regiment. 

McNeal received one transfer after another – to the staff of XI 
Corps as an infantry training officer, to XVI Corps, to the 44th Divi-
sion and to the 42nd Division as executive officer of the 2nd Battal-
ion, 232nd Infantry Regiment. 

Major McNeal’s next assignment was as a civilian affairs officer 
in the Philippines. He landed on Leyte on Christmas Day, 1944 and 
discovered that General MacArthur’s Headquarters was only a few 
miles away. Maj. McNeal took his transfer request to the general’s 
post and got one more transfer – to combat service with the 38th 
(Cyclone) Division, in the invasion of Bataan. The 38th took part in 
the landing that cut off the Bataan peninsula and prevented the 
Japanese Army from retreating. He fought through Zigzag Pass 
and around Clark Field. Part of the time McNeal operated with 
Boone’s guerrillas and learned the exact Japanese position on 
Mount Nati on Pilar-Bagac Road, which traverses Bataan from east 
to west about three fourths of the way down the peninsula. For a 
time he then was attached to the operations section and had 
charge of airborne infantry landings. 

His last operation was at “Woodpecker Ridge” on the Bosboso 
River just south of Mount Purro, which loomed high 15 miles north-
east of Manila. Headquarters then ordered him to the Military Po-
lice Command of the United States Army forces of the Far East 
and sent him to the island of Masbate in the Visayan group of the 

central Philippines to rebuild the is-
land’s police force and to represent 
authority. 
    There was a time while McNeal 
was in combat that he was alone 
behind the Japanese lines after being 
dropped by a plane to make contact 
with another division across miles of 
mountain and jungle. And there was 
another time when a night attack by 
Imperial Marines broke through the 
American lines and a fire fight raged 
in the courtyard of the Philippine 
schoolhouse where the major had a 
bed on the floor. 
    Like most combat veterans, Colo-
nel McNeal would rather talk about 
the small unheroic things, like the 
night on Leyte when a Jap plane 
bombed a movie show in a jungle 
clearing. He hit the mud on his face 
and a Filipino soldier stepped on the 
back of his head and finished the job. 
In 1946, he was separated from ac-

tive service after being treated for tropical diseases  
Colonel Thomas F. McNeal rejoined the Maryland National 

Guard in 1947 and retired in 1963. He was honored later by being 
promoted to a brevet brigadier general. He was one of the biggest 
commanders in the history of the regiment. Colonel McNeal was 
six feet three and weighed 249 pounds. In civilian life Tom McNeal 
worked at Bethlehem Steel’s Sparrows Point mills before and after 
the war. He was a supervisor in the hot strip mill and retired as a 
metallurgical engineer in 1970.  

Brigadier General Thomas F. McNeal died on September 5, 
1990, at the age of 86, after a short illness at a hospital in Blue Hill, 
Maine, near his summer home at Sedgewick, Maine. 

In Baltimore, he was a member of the Johns Hopkins Club, the 
St. Andrews Society, L’Hirondelle Club and the Engineers Club. In 
Maine, he belonged to the Bucks Harbor Yacht Club. During World 
War II his wife was director of the United States Organizations’ 
activity at the Young Women’s Christian Association. One of his 
two daughters, retired Air Force Nurse, Lt. Col. Grace H. McNeal, 
died in 1994.   



 

 Schedule of Talks for 
the Curtis B. Vickery 
Round Table of  
Military History 

 
The Curtis B Vickery Round Table normally 

meets on the third Thursday of the month at 
7:30 PM at the Pikesville NCO Club located 
at 610 Reisterstown Road, Pikesville, MD 
21208.  

The Round Table normally does not meet 
in the months of July, August, January and 
February. The upcoming schedule of speak-
ers and topics for the remainder of 2019 are: 

October 17, 2019 

Our topic will be a very timely one: 
Cyber security/warfare. Traditionally, mili-
tary action took place on land, sea and in 
the air. Today, the military also includes 
the fourth dimension: Cyber Warfare on 
the attack, and Cyber Security on the de-
fense. The battlefield will be on the internet 
via a network of routers, servers, cloud 
storage, etc. that could be used to cripple 
an army in the field, a navy at sea, planes 
and rockets in the air, as well as command 
and control at HQ.  

To present this fascinating topic, Keith 
Cross, former Marine and currently serving in 
the MNG, whose focus and training is in the 
field of Cyberspace will help us understand 
and appreciate the nature of this modern 
battlefield. 

November 21, 2019 

John Beakes, author of books on “Light 
Horse” Harry Lee, John Eager Howard and 
Otho Holland Williams, will be our speaker. 
He is currently writing a book on Johann de 
Kalb that is in the final stages of publishing, 
and should be available in time for the 
presentation.  

His research has uncovered new ground, 
and the de Kalb story, is one of a lifetime of 
noteworthy military service.  De Kalb, who 
mentored the Marquis de Lafayette, came to 
America in 1777 to join the Continental Army. 
He spent most of his first winter at Valley 
Forge, drilling the raw recruits that had joined 
to fight for independence.  

His early death at the Battle of Camden in 
August 1780 probably resulted in less interest 
in him than in other foreign officers like Lafa-
yette, Steuben, Kosciusko and oth-
ers.  Beakes’ new book is a step toward mak-
ing De Kalb better known. 

December 19, 2019 
Our annual holiday dinner meeting will fea-

ture Clara Barton: Red Cross Angel. This first 
person, interactive presentation features Mary 
Ann Jung who is an award-winning actress 
and Smithsonian scholar. You have probably 
already seen this this performer, scholar, writ-
er, and director, but not in modern cloth-
ing! Ms. Jung researches and writes her own 
scripts, and performs in the authentic cos-
tumes, accents, and attitudes for her charac-
ters’ eras.  

Proper ladies of her time were supposed to 
be quiet, get married, have children, and stay 
home.  Miss Barton would have none of that! 
She defied society’s conventions and risked 
her life in order to help others, thus becoming 
a true heroine.  

A passionate and moving public speaker, 
Clara dramatically relates how she became 
the first woman to work for the Federal Gov-
ernment, its first female department head, 
and America’s first woman ambassador. 

Audience members portray Yankees and 
Rebels, “naysayers” and believers, in order 
to discover why Americans fought each 
other in the Civil War and what that meant 
on a personal level. You’ll be swept into 
her story of the Civil War, dangers of nurs-
ing at the Battle of Antietam, and her 
struggle to get America to sign the Geneva 
Convention. There are few better role mod-
els than Clara Barton, who still inspires us 
to “Never Give Up!” 

 
Frank Armiger, Editor 
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The Maryland Military Historical Society, Inc. 
c/o William Mund 
441 Chalfonte Drive 
Baltimore, MD  21228-4017 

 

 Full Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
                              (Last)                                                (First)                                                     (Middle) 

 Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                 (Number and Street)                            (City, State, Zip) 

 E-Mail Address: ___________________________________  Telephone Number: ________________________ 

MILITARY SERVICE, if any 

 Branch _________  Active _______  Retired _______  Former _______ Regular _______ NG _______  Reserve _____ 

LEVEL OF MEMBERSHIP 

 Individual Membership ($25) ____                              Family Membership ($50) _____ 

 Supporting Membership ($250) ____                           Benefactor Membership ($500) ____ 

 

Our museum is open Tuesday through Friday, 9am to 3pm by appointment only.  

Please contact First Lieutenant Mary Lyons at 410-576-1496, to schedule a visit to our museum.  
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